








The dropping out problem

* Nearly 1in4 U.S. public school
students drop out of high school.

* Nearly 3 in 10 teen girls who drop out
cite pregnancy or parenthood as a key
reason; for Hispanic and African
American girls, it’s 4 in 10

One high school dropout costs the
nation approximately $260,000 in lost
earnings, taxes, and productively
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Connection to education and workforce
preparation

» Only 51% of teen moms get a high school
diploma by age 22 vs. 89% of women without
a teen birth

* Only 38% of young teen moms (who have
children before 18) graduate from high school.

» Fewer than 2% of teen mothers have a college
degree by age 30.
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Children of teen parents

: Too-early pregnancy and

~ Jparenthood also affects the
future prospects of children
of teen parents.
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For example...

» Compared to children born to older mothers (20-21
years old), children born to teen moms are more likely
to:

— start school at a disadvantage

drop out of high school
use Medicaid and SCHIP
experience abuse/neglect and enter the foster care system

— end up in prison (sons)
— be raised in single parent families
— become teen parents themselves
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