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·Describe Progress on the Federal FY 2012 
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the Pilot Program  

 

· VT/Maine Lessons Learned from Interstate 
Overweight Truck Pilot Program 

 



Examples of 
Overweight Trucks 

 
 
 
 



4 Axle ς 69,000 lbs. 

 



 

5 Axle  -  90,000 lbs. 

  



6 Axle - 99,000 lbs. 

  



Federal Law Background 

ÅStates may legally exceed the federal overweight truck 
limits of 80,000 lbs. in two ways: 
ÅIf state law allowed over-weight trucks prior to July 1, 1956 

(grandfathering) 
ÅCongress grants a special exemption 

   

Å-ÁÉÎÅȾ64 ÎÏÔ ȰÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒÅÄȱ 
 
ÅMaine portion of I -95 exempted (NH to Augusta)  

 
ÅNH, MA, and NY currently benefit from 
ȰÇÒÁÎÄÆÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇȱ ÏÒ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅØÅÍÐÔÉÏÎ  
 



aŀƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘΩǎ tǊƻōƭŜƳ 

How Do Overweight Trucks Move Across 
the Region and Everywhere In the State? 



Maine/Vermont Pilot Program 
 

·Federal legislation passed Dec. 16, 2009 establishing a 
one year pilot 

·Maine/Vermont interstate weight limits raised to 
100,000/99,000 respectively 

·Maine and Vermont pass enabling legislation early 
2010 

·Feds allow pilot program to expire Dec. 17, 2010 

·Previous 80,000 lb. restrictions again apply 

 

 



Recent Federal Legislative History 

ÅH.R. 2112 passes House June 16, 2011 as Ag Bill 

 

ÅH.R. 2112 passes Senate Nov 1, 2011 with amended section 125 granting 
ME/VT federal exemptions  

 

ÅHouse/Senate conference committee (CC) formed Nov 3, 2011 

 

ÅHouse passes (CC version/sec. 125)     H.R. 2112      Nov 17       298-121 

 

ÅSenate passes (CC version/sec.125)      H.R. 2112      Nov 17        70-30 

 

ÅPresident Signs H.R. 2112 into law       Nov 18 



  
Maine and Vermont may now move 

heavy trucks off secondary roads 
and onto the interstate system 

connecting with NY, NH & MA for 
the next 20 years 



16 States that presently allow overweight 
interstate limits exceeding 80,000 lbs. 

·Alaska  

·Idaho 

·Louisiana  

·Maine 

·Massachusetts 

·Michigan 

·Montana  

·Nevada 

·New Hampshire 

·New York 

·North Dakota 

·Oregon 

·Utah 

·Vermont 

·Washington 

·Wyoming 



Lessons Learned 

& 

Testimonials 
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Mounting Pressures on US Trucking Industry 

Å Congestion has tripled since 1982. 

 

Å Truck emissions standards and other 

rules continue to tighten. 

 

Å Diesel fuel price spikes will return with 

growing economy. 

 

Å International competition is more 

intense than ever. 



Cushing and Sons Water Wells 
 



Cushing and Sons Water Wells 

·Own 3 well drilling rigs not previously 
allowed on the VT Interstate 

·Now can avoid stop and go traffic in 
Brattleboro, Bellows Falls, & White River 
Junction 

·Lessen impact on VT State Secondary Roads 

·Improved safety and travel time efficiencies 




