David Riemer, Senior Fellow Public Policy Institute
David has been active for many years in reshaping Wisconsin and U.S.
policies on welfare, poverty, health care and education. He was chosen
in 2010 to serve as a member of the Wisconsin Legislative Council
Special Committee on Health Care Reform Implementation, as well as
the National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI) Study Panel on Health
Insurance Exchanges.
David is the author of “The Prisoners of Welfare” and numerous
articles on poverty, health care reform and public administration. He is one of the co-founders of The New
Hope Project. David served from 2004-07 as Director of the Wisconsin Health Project, which sought to lower
the number of Wisconsin’s uninsured and control health care costs. The project was responsible for
developing bipartisan legislation to provide all of the state’s residents with affordable health insurance and
lower the growth of health care costs.
David worked as an Atlantic Fellow in Public Policy in London and Oxford, England, in 2002; his research
focused on supplementing low-income workers’ earnings through the tax system. During 2003, David served
as Budget Director for Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle. His primary responsibility was to help solve the state’s
projected .2 billion deficit. The resulting balanced budget preserved vital services without raising taxes. In
2004, David campaigned for Milwaukee County Executive.

From 1988-2001, David held several high-level jobs for the City of Milwaukee, including Budget Director,
Administration Director and Chief of Staff for Mayor John O. Norquist. For most of this period, he was
responsible for overseeing the central fiscal, purchasing, IT and intergovernmental functions of the city
government.
From 1975-88, David held several positions in government and the private sector. He was legal advisor to
Wisconsin Governor Patrick Lucey, served as legal counsel to Senator Edward Kennedy’s Subcommittee on
Health and Scientific Research, worked as a health policy analyst for the Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal Bureau,
prepared a report on Wisconsin’s uninsured for the state Department of Health and Social Services, and
worked on health care cost containment issues for Time Insurance Company.
David received an AB degree from Harvard College in History and Literature (1970) and a law degree from
Harvard Law School (1975).
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