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Utah Establishes Early Childhood Advisory Council and Governor’s Early Childhood Commission
Representative V. Lowry Snow (R), chair of Utah’s House Education committee and a 2015 Early
Learning Fellow, sponsored early childhood legislation in 2019. Signed by Governor Gary Herbert in
March, HB 47 mandates establishment of an early
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Washington State Expands Early Learning Access to 3-Year-Olds
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Washington Senator Lisa Wellman (D), a 2018 Early
Learning Fellow, introduced legislation to increase access
to the state’s prekindergarten program. SB 5089, enacted
earlier this year, allows 3-year-olds who are receiving
early intervention services or are enrolled in Early Head
Start to be eligible for the Early Childhood Education and
Assistance Program (ECEAP), the state’s prekindergarten
program. The new law requires the Department of
Children, Youth and Families to adopt rules that allows a
child to enroll in ECEAP, as space is available, if the child turns 3 years during
the school year and meets certain criteria, including: has a family income at or below 200% of the federal poverty level,
or meets at least one risk factor, and has received early intervention services or participated in Early Head Start.
Wellman, who chairs the Senate Early Learning and K-12 Education Committee, commented, “This law provides better
educational continuity, and ensures that our state’s most vulnerable children have access to high-quality programs that
will set them up for success.”
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