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Charity chief resigns amid Penn State scandal 



Coaches Face New Scrutiny on Sex Abuse 

Published: April 14, 2012 

The case of Jerry Sandusky, a former defensive coordinator for Penn 

Stateôs football team accused of child sexual abuse, is now working its 

way through the courts. But it is already having an impact on thousands of 

other coaches, both volunteer and paid, who find themselves facing new 

scrutiny from parents, sports organizations and even state legislators. 

According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, which tracks 

such laws, most states spell out exactly which professions must report child 

abuse, including everyone from teachers to social workers to health care 

providers. Legislators say the proposed new laws are not meant to cast 

doubt on innocent coaches, but  to close loopholes in states where they are 

not explicitly named in abuse-reporting laws. 
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Mandatory Reporting of Child 

Abuse and Neglect 

Á All states, the District of Columbia, American 

Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, 

Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands have 

statutes identifying persons required to report 

suspected child abuse or neglect.  

 

Á Approximately 48 states designate professions 

whose members are mandated by law to report 

child maltreatment. 

 

Source: Child Welfare Information Gateway, Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect: Summary of State Laws, April 2010. 



Mandatory Reporting of Child 

Abuse and Neglect 

Á In approximately 18 states any person 

who suspects child abuse or neglect is 

required to report. 

 

ÁMandated reporters are required by 

most States to make an immediate 

report when they suspect or know of 

abusive or neglectful situations. 
 

Source: Child Welfare Information Gateway, Mandatory Reporters of Child Abuse and Neglect: Summary of State Laws, April 2010. 



Mandatory Reporting of Child 

Abuse and Neglect 

Á In approximately 9 States, reports of child 

abuse and neglect are referred to law 

enforcement agencies.   
 

Á In approximately, 47 States and the District of 

Columbia, penalties are enforced on 

mandatory reporters who knowingly or 

willfully fail to make a report when they 

suspect that a child is being abused or 

neglected.  

 

 

Source: Child Welfare Information Gateway 



Mandated Reporting Legislation: 2012 
Legend 

Legislation Pending (21 + DC) 

Legislation Enacted (9) 

 

 Current as of April 12, 2012 



Statutory Provisions of Introduced Bills 

 As of April 12, 2012, approximately 102 bills in 30 states and 

D.C. have been introduced 

Á  Adds to list of reporters: 58 bills 

ÅHigher education staff, administrators, coaches: 31 bills 

Å Any person: 10 bills 

Á Penalties for failure to report: 29 bills 

Á Report to law enforcement: 15 bills 

Á Training/education/sex abuse prevention: 14 bills 

ÁWorkplace immunity from reporting: 5 bills 

ÁOther: 12 bills 

 



Mandated Reporting Federal 

Legislation: 2012 
 

Á9 bills introduced in 111th 

ÁVariety of penalties, 

mostly in CAPTA 

ÁMainly message bills 

ÁSenate hearing in 

December about child 

abuse that included 

mandatory reporting 

 



Looking at Federal Legislation 

ÁHow does it effect existing 

state law and practices? 

ÁDoes it preempt state law? 

ÁDoes it improve federal policy 

or inform state policy? 

ÁAre there additional resources 

or cost-shifts to states? 



Examples of Federal Legislation 

ÁSpeak Out to Stop Child Abuse Act, H.R. 3486 

Á Bass (D-CA) & Schilling (R-IL) + 24 additional co-sponsors; 

mirrors CA law 

Á Requires all adults over the age of 18 to report sexual abuse 

against a child to law enforcement officials or state child 

protective service agencies.  CAPTA penalty. 

ÁSpeak Up to Protect Every Abused Kid Act, S.1877 

Á Casey (D-PA) & Boxer (D-CA) 

Á Amends CAPTA definitions and state plan requirements. 

 



What's Next, Federally? 

ÁCurrent focus is on federal budget and 

appropriations 

ÁWhen the Sandusky trial beginsé 





Pennsylvania  

  2011 PA SR 250: Establishes an 11 member 

bicameral, bipartisan Task Force on Child 

Protection empowered to conduct a 

comprehensive review to:  

 (i) ascertain any inadequacies relating to the 

mandatory reporting of child abuse and 

    (ii) restore public confidence in the ability of 

the Commonwealth to protect the victims of 

child abuse. 

 Task Force on Child Protection website: 

www.childprotection.state.pa.us 

 

Senator  
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http://www.childprotection.state.pa.us/



