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LAWMAKERS BACK AT WORK
The first two weeks of January marked the first
wave of new state legislative sessions for the year,

NEW! REPORT ON NONEMERGENCY MEDICAL
TRANSPORTATION

with 37 state legislatures reconvening and two more

A new web brief discusses the different ways that

continuing year-round sessions. All 50 states are

states are addressing the increasing need for non-

due to hold legislative sessions sometime this year,

emergency medical transportation. Approximately

sending 7,383 state lawmakers to work to hammer

3.6 million Americans miss or delay medical care

out new policies and fix broken ones.

because they lack appropriate transportation to their
appointments. Many low-income Americans lack the
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disposable income necessary for a working

A comprehensive 50-state study of state-level

get to and from

“human service transportation coordinating

medical
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facilitating
transportation access and mobility for all kinds of
20 states and one territory have state coordinating councils.

users. In 2014 sessions alone, nearly 200 relevant

payment system tested for adequacy and efficiency

legislative measures were considered in at least 35

in payment and reimbursement of providers for

states and the District of Columbia. Here are details

services provided.

about some of the 44 enacted bills related to
transportation access for people with mobility
challenges because of age, income or disability.

State Legislative Activity

MISSOURI. As part of a larger appropriation bill,
House Bill 2014 funds the Medicaid HealthNet
Division for the purposes of funding all other noninstitutional

services

including

non-emergency

medical transportation.
MAINE. House Bill 61 Allows the Department of
Health and Human Services to make transitional

MINNESOTA. House Bill 1233 requires the

transportation benefits available to families in which

commissioner of transportation to give priority when

one or both adults are working and remain

distributing certain transportation-related funds to

financially eligible for Temporary Assistance for

create transportation options for older adults, unless

Needy Families (TANF) benefits. It directs the

that preference conflicts with existing state or

department to adopt rules on transitional

federal guidance. It also addresses rates, payment

transportation assistance for families who lose

and appropriations for various transportation

eligibility for benefits under the TANF program due

services and training programs for persons with

to increased employment income.

disabilities.

ILLINOIS. House Bill 3819 Amends the Act on the
Aging by authorizing the Department on Aging to
make determinations for benefits and the manner
by which claimants shall apply for benefits such as
reduced fees paid by qualified vehicle owners; free
fixed route public transportation services for
qualified older adults; and transit services for
qualified individuals with disabilities.

RHODE ISLAND. The Aging in Community Act of
2014 directs the chair of the Long-Term Care

MARYLAND. House Bill 1238 requires the
Developmental Disabilities Administration to
conduct an independent cost-driven, rate-setting
study to set provider rates for community-based
services including the cost of transportation across
all service types and appropriate wage and benefit
levels for direct support and supervisory staff. It also

Coordinating Council to create an Aging in
Community Subcommittee to develop a plan to
provide the needed infrastructure and program
improvements in support services, housing and
transportation that will enable the state's growing
elder population to safely remain living at home and
in the community.

requires the development of a fiscal billing and
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WASHINGTON, D.C. Currently under consideration,

In a new report examining coordination efforts of

Bill 20-0889, would create a tax credit and

agencies providing transportation for older adults,

additional support for taxis and transportation

the GAO recommended that the federal Department

network companies (TNCs) such as UberX and Lyft

of Transportation define and report on desired

that provide accessible service. TNCs and taxi

outcomes and collect related data to track and

companies would be required to maintain records

measure progress in achieving results.

detailing their wheelchair-accessible fleet, and must
pay a $50 fee for any new vehicle entered into
service that is non-accessible. The fees would go to
the Wheelchair-Accessible For-Hire Vehicle Service
Fund, with funds used for the purchase, operation,
training and use of wheelchair-accessible for-hire
vehicles in the District. Taxi companies with more
than 20 vehicles would have to ensure a certain
percentage of their fleet is wheelchair-accessible,

Department of Transportation Secretary Foxx
Visits NCSL's Fall Forum
Oregon State Senator Bruce Starr (R), NCSL’s
immediate past president, was joined by U.S.
Secretary of Transportation Anthony Foxx for a
conversation about potential long-term solutions for
America’s transportation infrastructure.

peaking at 33 percent in 2020. Tax credits of up to

New Congress Will Need to Address Highway
Trust Fund; Long-Term Issues Remain

$10,000 would be made available to for-hire drivers

Expiration of the extension of funds in the Highway

who upgrade a vehicle so it is wheelchair

and Transportation Funding Act of 2014 (H.R.

accessible or purchase a wheelchair accessible

5021), runs out May 31, 2015 without additional

vehicle.

action by Congress. While funding remains the
biggest obstacle to completing a long term bill, the

NATIONAL NEWS

drop in the price of gas may provide some type of

Government Accountability Office Releases
Report on Non-emergency Medical
Transportation

opening to address the issue. The administration

The GAO recently reviewed coordination efforts of

an increase in the federal debt limit, which also will

nonemergency medical transportation at the

likely require action in May.

continues to back funding such investments via
revenues gained from tax reform. It may be tied to

federal, state, and local levels. In the new report,
GAO recommended that the federal Coordinating

More Transit in Massachusetts

Council provide a strategic plan and address other

The U.S. Transportation Secretary announced a

challenges in coordination with other federal NEMT

$996 million federal grant agreement to extend

programs, giving state-level agencies guidance to

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority

improve their coordination efforts.

(MBTA) Green Line light rail service from East

Government Accountability Office Releases
Report on Older Adult Mobility

Cambridge to Somerville and Medford. The
extension is aimed at providing faster and more

PAGE | 3
WWW.NCSL.ORG | DENVE R 303.364.7700 | WAS HI NGTON, D.C. 202 62 4.5400

efficient travel to jobs in downtown Boston and will

users to make their way through a T station by

serve some of the region’s most densely populated

listening to step-by-step directions on their

communities, where 26 percent of residents do not

smartphones, which lead them to electronic sensors

own or have access to a vehicle.

or “tags” throughout the building.

National News (cont. from page 3)
New Report on Transit Accessible Jobs Across
50 Metropolitan Areas

NEW NCSL RESOURCES

The latest study in a series of studies by the
University of Minnesota’s Center for Transportation
Studies, Access Across America: Transit 2014,
examined the accessibility to jobs by transit in 46 of

PRESERVING PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE Read this

the 50 largest (by population) metropolitan areas in

NCSL LegisBrief on the Passenger Rail Investment

the United States. It is the most detailed evaluation

and Improvement Act of 2008 (PRIIA), which

to date of access to jobs by transit, and it allows for

required states to share costs for intercity routes of

a direct comparison of the transit accessibility

less than 750 miles by entering into new

performance of America’s largest metropolitan

agreements with Amtrak. By October 2013, all 19

areas.

affected states entered into such cost-sharing

FTA Grant Opportunity for Tribal Transit
Programs

agreements for these state-supported routes.
TRANSPORTATION ACCESS AND MOBILITY
LEGISLATION DATABASE. This regularly updated

The Federal Transit Administration announced the
availability of approximately $5 million in funding
provided by the Public Transportation on Indian

online database tracks state bills that aim to help
people who face transportation challenges due to
income, disability or age.

Reservations Program (Tribal Transit Program
(TTP). This is a national solicitation for project

NCSL ON-SITE PRESENTATIONS. NCSL can come to

proposals.

you! We offer on-site expert presentations and
technical assistance on access and mobility topics.

New Phone App will help Blind Riders in Boston
OTHER NCSL TRANSPORTATION NEWSLETTERS.
With funding from the MBTA, a new app, called
PERCEPT is being developed at the University of

NCSL also publishes the Federal Transportation
Update. To subscribe, e-mail Kevin Pula.

Massachusetts Amherst to help visually impaired
people navigate Boston’s subway (“T”) stations with
an indoor navigation system that one day will allow
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OTHER NEW RESOURCES
TRANSPORTATION COORDINATION ENABLED BY
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATIVE DESIGN. This new
report from the National Center for Mobility
Management profiles service coordination through
the use of technology in Colorado, Florida,
Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Oregon. The
profile is part of the Promising Practices in Mobility
Management series.

CENSUS REPORT: MOBILITY IS MOST COMMON
DISABILITY AMONG OLDER AMERICANS. Older
Americans With a Disability: 2008-2012, a new
report from the Census Bureau analyzes data
collected during the American Community Survey,
and examines disability status by age, sex and
selected socio-economic characteristics, such as
marital status, living arrangement, educational

CALENDAR
 14th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth
Conference, Baltimore, MD, January 29 – 31, 2015
 APTA Legislative Conference, Washington, DC,
March 8 – 10, 2015.
 Lifesavers Annual Conference, Chicago, Illinois, March
15 – 17, 2015.
 Revenue Management & Fare Collection Summit and
TransITech Conference, Orlando, FL, March 30-April 1
 Moving Active Transportation to Higher Ground:
Opportunities for Accelerating the Assessment of
Health Impacts, Washington, D.C., April 13 – 14, 2015.
 American Planning Association National Conference,
Seattle, WA, April 18 – 21, 2015.
 Transportation for Sustainability–An International
Conference, Washington, D.C, May 7 – 8, 2015.
 Community Transportation Association of America
EXPO , Tampa, Florida, May 31 – June 5 2015.
 TRANSED 2015: 14th International Conference on
Mobility and Transportation for Elderly and Disabled
People, Lisbon, Portugal, July 28 – 31, 2015.

attainment and poverty status. The information can
be used to plan for the growth in America’s older
population.

THE INNOVATIVE DOT: A HANDBOOK OF POLICY AND
PRACTICE. The State Smart Transportation Initiative

MOBILITY MANAGEMENT NEWS: JANUARY 2015. CT
Fast Mail, the newest edition of the National Center
for Mobility Management newsletter has been
released.

and Smart Growth America published a handbook
for state departments of transportation to share
innovative strategies for meeting 21st century
transportation needs. The 2015 edition of The

COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION MAGAZINE: PATHWAYS

Innovative DOT builds upon its predecessors with

TO TRANSIT SUCCESS. The

updated content from a growing number of states.

latest digital edition of

CTAA’s magazine takes a data-driven look at the
current state of community and public
transportation, and shares fresh ideas of innovators
and leaders from throughout the community.

To get NCSL’s Getting There newsletter in
your inbox, email amelia.myers@ncsl.org
with your contact details.
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