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interest in aquatic facilities

}Perceived regulation burden makes it less 
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}Operating expense reduces return on 
investment and demand for pools drop.

}Perception that public pools are unsafe or 
unsanitary reduces demand 







Keeping Pools Safe 

and 

Keeping Pools Open 

are important motivators for the 
health of the aquatics industry.



Risk Management Approach

}Understanding & identifying risk 
ƁDrowning

ƁDisease

ƁInjury

}Developing methods to manage the risk
ƁPhysical methods (DESIGN)

ƁOperational methods (TRAINING)

ƁManagement methods (PLANNING & AUDITING)

}Assessing compliance
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50 States have 50 different codes
}Manufacturers and Suppliers need to adjust 

for each State
}Aquatic professionals have to adjust 

operations 
}Corporate owners across States have to 

operate differently in each jurisdiction
}Training agencies have to specialize 

education based on individual codes
}Inconsistencies between States leads to 

misinformation



Existing codes are aged and often obsolete

}Not up to date with industry trends and 
technologies

}Not science - based, reflective of 30 year old 
information

}Financial and time burden for States to 
develop updated codes



Uniform standards reduce the interpretations that can adversely 
affect enforcement

}Design
ƁBased on load, not on arbitrary means
ƁDesign elements address risks, not prescriptive requirements

}Operation
ƁLifeguard requirements based on risk
ƁTraining elements are standardized
ƁFlexibility for low - risk environments

}Management
ƁPlanning is the major element
ƁAccountability for the operation 

}Annex
ƁProvides rationale for code requirements



}Model code 
ƁFree for ANYONE to use
ƁNot a LAW until adopted by a State

}Process is open 
ƁANYONE can participate in itõs development

} Industry input 
ƁPublic comment periods 
ƁOver 75% of comments were incorporated

}Living Document ðwill be updated on a regular 
basis to reflect new research and new 
technologies

}As a source of evidence - based code, this national 
forum minimizes the need for issue - specific laws 
like we experienced with VGB. 



} Avoid scope creep - MAHC should address risk, not general 
protocols. 

} MAHC should not be too prescriptive to allow for innovation.

} Piecemeal adoption by States can still lead to conflicts or 
misinterpretation

} Publishing a model code by the CDC immediately creates THE 
industry standard to be referred to by the media and by lawyers, 
but best to have an evidence - based standard to refer to.

} Although not retroactive, some operational and management 
elements are.  Education will be needed for facilities across the 
country.

} Implementation can be affected by potential conflicts with other 
standards and codes. 

} Harmonization with related standards and codes will need to be 
closely followed.  (MOUs in place with ICC and IAPMO)



} MAHC levels the regulatory playing field so varying codes 
donõt make it harder to do business.  

} MAHC does not impose superfluous things that are not 
risk - based.  They are sound requirements based on science 
to make pools safer.

} MAHC helps to reduce barriers to development because 
there is ONE code everyone understands and designs to.  

} MAHC improves water quality and the perception of safe 
environments. 
Less outbreaks = better perception of public pools = more swimmers 

= more business.

} MAHC makes it easier for States to adopt language and not 
have to secure funds to update their own codes.  Embracing 
new language that allows for new technology and new 
methods improves the business environment.  
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