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Pipeline Safety &
Infrastructure Replacement 



Commitment to Safety

Safest
Energy Delivery
System in America

The natural gas industry 
has a long-standing 
record of providing 
natural gas service safely 
and effectively to more 
than 177 million 
Americans and

is dedicated to the 
continued enhancement 
of pipeline safety.



A CULTURE OF SAFETY 

ά!D! ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 

safety cultures among their employees throughout the natural gas 

distribution industry. All employees, as well as contractors and suppliers 

providing services to AGA members, are expected to place the highest 

priority on employee, customer, public and pipeline safetyΦέ

- Excerpt from AGA Safety Culture Statement



Interstate Pipelines

Intrastate Pipelines

Safely transported 

Across the Country

ÅNatural gas pipelines, are 
an essential part of the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ 
Transportation by pipeline 
is the safest form of energy 
delivery in the country.

ÅNatural gas utilities spend 
$19 billion annually to help 
enhance the safety of 
natural gas distribution and 
transmission systems.



There is significant oversight and 

regulation focused on the natural gas 

industry to help ensure public safety.

The U.S. Department of 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

Hazardous Materials Safety 

Administration (PHMSA) establishes 

federal safety standards for pipelines, 

and PHMSA partners with state 

pipeline safety agencies on 

inspections and enforcement of 

intrastate pipelines. Individual states 

can regulate intrastate pipeline 

systems above and beyond federal 

requirements, and there are hundreds 

of state-specific pipeline safety 

regulations currently in place.

Regulatory 
Oversight

Å Information sharing among emergency 

responders and the public that effectively informs 

and enhances pipeline safety

Å Research and development of safety-enhancing 

technologies

Å Collaboration with key stakeholders

Å Advocating for the effective enforcement of 

ά/ŀƭƭ уммέ

Å Conducting forums for the industry that facilitate 

the sharing of leading practices

AGA supports continuous improvements to 
the safe delivery of natural gas through:



Å Transmission Integrity 
Management Program 
(TRIMP)

Å Distribution Integrity 
Management Program 
(DIMP)

Å Control Room 
Management

Å Damage Prevention

Å Land Use Planning

Å Public Awareness

Å Emergency 
Preparedness

Pipeline Safety Regulations

ÁDOT Pipeline Safety & Hazardous 
Materials Administration (PHMSA) 

Regulates gas utilities under 49 C.F.R. 
Part 192

ÁSignificant number of new requirements 
on the way

More than 80 mandates from Congress 
and recommendations from NTSB, 
GAO, and the OIG

tIa{!Ωǎ 

Other Initiatives:



DOT Pipeline Safety Action Plan 

ÅRaise the bar on pipeline safety

ÅAccelerate rehabilitation, repair and 

replacement programs for high risk pipelines

ÅFocus on cast iron, bare steel, older plastic

In Section 7 of the Pipeline Safety, 

Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act 

of 2011, Congress directed the Secretary of 

Transportation to develop a report on the 

national cast iron inventory

ÅAGA Supports the Action Plan and ñSmart 

Modernizationò of infrastructure that is no 

longer fit for service
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RESOLVED, That the Board of Directors of the 
National Association of Regulatory Utility 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎΧ encourages regulators and 
industry to consider sensible programs aimed at 
replacing the most vulnerable pipelines as quickly 
as possible along with the adoption of rate 
recovery mechanisms that reflect the financial 
realities of the particular utility in question; and be 
it further; 

RESOLVED, That State commissions should explore, 
examine, and consider adopting alternative rate 
recovery mechanisms as necessary to accelerate 
the modernization, replacement and expansion of 
ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǇƛǇŜƭƛƴŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ.
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2013 NARUC Resolution



For Economic Renewal

Infrastructure Investments 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎnaturalgas utilities invest billions in our 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎnatural gas2.4 million miles of pipeline 
infrastructureτthe most extensive, integrated, 
safe and reliable in the world τwhich provides 
access to homes and businesses across the nation. 

Working with governors, legislators and state 
regulators around the country, utilities are 
developing innovative models for making these 
capital investments possible.

Natural gas utilities spend more than $19 billion 
annually to help enhance the safety of natural gas 
distribution and transmission systems and to 
upgrade systems and expand service so more 
Americans can access this foundation fuel.



Å The overall trend 
is positive

Å Nine states moved 
to adopt 
programs in 2013, 
alone

Å NJ, MA, PA & DC 
adopted pipeline 
safety measures 
in 2014

Å West Virginia 
passed legislation 
earlier this year

Å States address 
this issue 
differently

Å The basis for 
these decisions is 
always just and 
reasonable rates 
for consumers

States with Accelerated Infrastructure 
Replacement Programs




