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i

Extends compulsory education requirements to a six-year-old child who has been enrolled in the first grade,
unless a parent formally withdraws the child.
ii

A student is required to stay in school until he or she: graduates; becomes eighteen (18) years of age; or
becomes sixteen (16) years of age but is less than eighteen (18) years of age and the requirements under section
9 of this chapter concerning an exit interview are met enabling the student to withdraw from school before
graduation. Withdrawal before 18 requires that the student provides written acknowledgment and the student's
parent and school principal each provide written consent.
iii

A student is required to stay in school unless he or she graduates from high school before their 17th birthday
[1983, c. 806, §49.] The second option for a student to be exempted from compulsory attendance is if they
have reached the age of 15 years or completed the 9th grade, has permission to leave school from that person's
parent, been approved by the principal for a suitable program of work and study or training, permission to
leave school from the school board or its designee, and agreed in writing with that person's parent and the
school board or its designee to meet annually until that person's 17th birthday to review that person's
educational needs. The third option to be exempted from school attendance involves a person who has
matriculated and is attending an accredited, post-secondary, degree-granting institution as a full-time student.
An exception to attendance in public school under this paragraph must be approved by the commissioner; or
[2009, c. 330, §2.] Finally, a person enrolled in an online learning program or course may be exempt [2009, c.
330, §3.]
iv

Every child between the minimum and maximum ages established for school attendance by the board of
education, except a child between fourteen and sixteen who meets the requirements for the completion of the
sixth grade of the public school as established by said board and who holds a permit for employment in private
domestic service or service on a farm, under section eighty-six of chapter one hundred and forty-nine, and is
regularly employed there under for at least six hours per day, or a child between fourteen and sixteen who
meets said requirements and has the written permission of the superintendent of schools of the town where he
resides to engage in non-wage-earning employment at home, or a child over fourteen who holds a permit for
employment in a cooperating employment, as provided in said section eighty-six, shall attend a public day
school in said town, or some other day school approved by the school committee, during the number of days
required by the board of education in each school year.
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v

"Compulsory attendance age for the district" shall mean: (1) Seventeen years of age for any metropolitan
school district for which the school board adopts a resolution to establish such compulsory attendance age;
provided that such resolution shall take effect no earlier than the school year next following the school year
during which the resolution is adopted; and (2) Sixteen years of age in all other cases.
A child between fourteen years of age and the compulsory attendance age for the district may be excused from
attendance at school for the full time required, or any part thereof, by the superintendent of public schools of
the district, or if there is none then by a court of competent jurisdiction, when legal employment has been
obtained by the child and found to be desirable, and after the parents or guardian of the child have been advised
of the pending action.
vi

Compulsory attendance to the age of 16 or until the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.

vii

Exemptions from compulsory school attendance are students who: has obtained a high school diploma by
meeting the graduation requirements established in section 79-729; has completed the program of instruction
offered by a school which elects pursuant to section 79-1601 not to meet accreditation or approval
requirements; has reached sixteen years of age and has been withdrawn from school pursuant to section 79202; will reach six years of age prior to January 1 of the then-current school year, but will not reach seven
years of age prior to January 1 of such school year, (i) such child's parent or guardian has signed an affidavit
stating that the child is participating in an education program that the parent or guardian believes will prepare
the child to enter grade one for the following school year, and (ii) such affidavit has been filed by the parent or
guardian with the school district in which the child resides; (i) will reach six years of age prior to January 1 of
the then-current school year but has not reached seven years of age, (ii) such child's parent or guardian has
signed an affidavit stating that the parent or guardian intends for the child to participate in a school which has
elected or will elect pursuant to section 79-1601 not to meet accreditation or approval requirements and the
parent or guardian intends to provide the Commissioner of Education with a statement pursuant to subsection
(3) of section 79-1601 on or before the child's seventh birthday, and (iii) such affidavit has been filed by the
parent or guardian with the school district in which the child resides; or will not reach six years of age prior to
January 1 of the then-current school year and such child was enrolled in a public school and has discontinued
the enrollment according to the policy of the school board adopted pursuant to subsection (4) of this section.
viii

A child who reaches the sixth birthday after September 30 shall not be required to attend school under the
provisions of this section until the following school year.
ix

The board of education of the Syracuse city school district is hereby authorized to require minors who are
five years of age on or before December first to attend kindergarten instruction. In each city of the state and in
union free school districts having a population of more than 4,500 inhabitants and employing a superintendent
of schools, the board of education shall have power to require minors from 16 to 17 years of age who are not
employed to attend upon full time day instruction until the last day of session in the school year in which the
student becomes 17 years of age.
x

Extends the compulsory education requirements to a six-year-old who has been enrolled in a public school.
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