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Academic achievement is a cornerstone of independence, productivity and active
citizenship. Children who enter kindergarten ready to meet its academic, social and
emotional demands are more likely to achieve later academic and life success. Likewise,
children who enter school behind their peers in these areas tend to remain academically
behind and at risk for harmful behavior in adulthood (e.g., dropping out of school, criminal
behavior, unemployment). Evidence suggests that more than half the achievement gap found
in later school years already is present at kindergarten entry.

A child’s readiness to learn in a formal school is generally attributed to five domains: *

e Dhysical well-being (e.g., health, motor development);

e Social and emotional development (e.g. social skills, emotion regulation);
e Approaches to learning (e.g., ability and inclination to use skills);

e Language development (e.g., verbal language, emerging literacy skills); and

e Cognition and general knowledge.
If readiness in these domains is critical to academic success and productive adulthood, the
public has a stake in understanding whether children are ready to fully engage in formal

learning. Assessment of children at kindergarten is one approach to understanding school

readiness.

"S. L. Kagan, "Readiness past, present, and future: Shaping the agenda," Young Children 48 (1992): 48-53.
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States may choose assess kindergarten readiness for a number of purposes including to:

e track gains in the state's kindergarten population;

e compare readiness across school districts or school;

e connect readiness data forward to later school performance or backwards to

understand the impact of early childhood investments;

Others also have a stake in information gained from the assessment of children in
kindergarten. Parents may want to better understand a child's capabilities in order to provide
additional support at home. Teachers may use readiness information to alter curriculum or
individualize instruction. And schools may use the information to track the impact of
curricular or training decisions and allocate resources.

This paper focuses on how states currently assess school readiness, as indicated by the
use of assessment at kindergarten.” Also detailed is information on how readiness
information is used and reported within the states. Included in this scan are states that have
universal or near-universal kindergarten assessment on an ongoing basis, as indicated through
state statute, administrative code, or the state department of education's website. Data about
the purpose of assessments and the reporting of results, when not available in statute or code,
was obtained from correspondence or interviews with select state department of education
officials. This summary does not include states that may assess readiness during
prekindergarten for children attending particular programs (e.g., New Jersey). ’ It also does
not include states that assess only a select group of students at kindergarten (e.g., those

attending state-funded prekindergarten programs), or district-level policies on kindergarten

assessment, unless those are dictated by state statute or state education code.

* The content of state’s early learning standards also provides insight into how states evaluate school readiness.
For more information, see A Review of School Readiness Practices in the States: Early Learning Guidelines and
Assessments, Washington, D.C.: Child Trends.

? Information about school readiness evaluations conducted in conjunction with state prekindergarten
programs can be found in The State of Preschool 2009, Appendix A. New Jersey: National Institute for Early
Education Research (NIEER), 2009.
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Although not all states evaluate child readiness across the five domains above, half
evaluate at least some elements of school readiness for various purposes. Appendix A contains

a full summary of approaches used in the 25 states that perform assessments, including: *

e DPopulation of assessed students (universal, select students),

e Readiness domains assessed (e.g., literacy, approaches to learning),
e Assessment instruments used, and

e Data reporting and use (e.g., inform instruction, track readiness).

States with Kindergarten Assessments

States with Kindergarten Assessments

/

Kindergarten
Assessment (25)

g Under Development or in
Roll-Out Phase (4)

- No Statewide Kindergarten Assessment (21)

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2010.

Twenty-one states require universal assessment of kindergarten students, and three states

are close to universal in practice.” Universal assessment not only allows both state and

# These states are Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho,
lowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Minnesota, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia and Wyoming. Appendix A contains details.
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community responsibility for and ownership of results, but also allows more attention to
individualized instruction if results are valid at the child level.

Only Minnesota selects a sample of students for assessment, although participation is
voluntary. Sampling a portion of children is much less expensive and also can allow more in-
depth assessment by skilled assessors. Nevertheless, sampling decisions are difficult, and states
may not be able to randomly sample children based on characteristics such as income,

although such variables could inform differences in outcomes.

Domains of Readiness Assessed

Those in the early childhood field concur that school readiness involves many areas
of a child’s development, yet states are almost equally divided on whether assessments given
in kindergarten are comprehensive or limited only to reading. Of the 20 states that require a
particular instrument (or require selection of an instrument from a short list), 11 evaluate
between five and nine domains of school readiness; the remainder evaluate only reading
readiness. (Of those, six states use the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
[DIBELS] or include it in a short list of appropriate instruments.) Among the five states that
require kindergarten assessment but do not specify a particular instrument, Arizona requires
only reading assessment, Kansas and North Carolina require reading and math assessments,
and North Dakota and Tennessee do not specify which domains must be assessed.

Of the states that assess multiple domains, seven use a state-created assessment
instrument and four use a commercial instrument. At least two states—Maryland and

Minnesota—use the Work Sampling System or a modified version of it (although other

° Hawaii and Virginia have a voluntary assessment, with 2009 participation rates of 100 percent and 99
percent, respectively. Vermont has a voluntary assessment with a 52 percent participation rate in 2009, a
significant decline from high participation in previous years.
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states that indicate use of a state-created instrument may also have modified the Work
Sampling System). State-created instruments can better reflect state-specific learning
standards and are less costly than proprietary assessment materials. However, state-created
instruments should meet standards for reliability and validity, a time and labor intensive
process. States that minimize the importance of this process risk relying on results that might
not predict school readiness and later academic success and might not truly reflect a child’s

development in various areas.

e Domains of Readiness Assessed

E 5-9 Domains (11)
- Reading Only (10)
Reading and Math Only (2)

Domain Not Specified (2) Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2010.

Ideally, evaluation of the complicated set of skills and behaviors that comprise
“school readiness” would use multiple assessment methods, as has been done in national

studies such as the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class (ECLS-K)
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study.® Most state readiness assessments appear to use a single teacher checklist that is
completed based on child observation. Research indicates that checklist results can be
inaccurate due to rater bias for race, ethnicity and gender; problems with reliability between
raters; and consistent over- or under-rating of children’s capabilities, depending on a general
impression of the child (e.g., mature or immature, well- or poorly behaved). These issues can
be magnified when additional time is not allotted for teachers to complete checklists, when
teachers receive minimal training on the instrument, or when the purpose of the instrument
is not relevant to classroom goals (the instrument is not valid at the child level) and therefore

is not useful to the teacher.

Use of Assessment Data
Families, teachers, schools, districts or states have multiple purposes for assessment

data. The most commonly indicated purpose of the assessments, in 18 states, is to guide
planning, curriculum and/or instruction. Of those states, eight use a reading-only
assessment. Only four states—Arkansas, Louisiana, North Carolina and Texas—mention
feedback to parents as a major goal, while 12 report that data is used to inform policy
decisions or track kindergarten readiness at the state level. Notably, two states—Hawaii and
Vermont—also evaluate the readiness of schools to receive incoming students, using the
information for school improvement purposes.

In additional to serving local instructional purposes, some states also use
kindergarten assessments to inform their policymaking and to track the readiness of
incoming kindergartners. Florida, for instance, uses readiness data to evaluate

prekindergarten programs and to calculate statewide school readiness, while Maryland’s data

® For more information about the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class (ECLS-K) study,
go to http://nces.ed.gov/ecls/Kindergarten.asp.
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is presented in the annual school readiness report to the legislature. Maryland uses the

information to measure progress towards their statewide school readiness goal.

Use of Assessment Data

QA
T
=] Primarily State-Level (e.g., tracking
population readiness) (7)
- Primarily Local-Level (e.g., planning

instruction) (13)

- Both State and Local (5)

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2010.

Decisions regarding assessments should reflect the fact that many assessments are
not appropriate for all desired stakeholder uses. For example, an assessment that provides
valid information about the readiness level of a classroom of kindergarteners may not provide

valid information about specific aspects of a particular child's language development.

Assessment Results Reported to the State

State policies concerning the reporting of data may provide some indication of
whether data is used to inform state policy decisions. Twenty states indicate some level of
reporting to the state, although how specifically the data is used is often not specified. In

these states, the assessment type is roughly equally divided between those states assessing the
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single domain of reading (eight states) and those assessing multiple domains (12 states,

although the Kansas assessment includes only reading and math).

Assessment Results Reported to the State

w No Reporting to the State (5)

- Some Individual Results Reported (15)

- ..
Some Class, School or District Results Reported (5) Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2010.

States require different amounts of data to be reported, ranging from district-level
reports on the number of students identified as at risk (Oklahoma), to complete individual
results (Alaska). Fifteen states require reporting of individual students' assessment results,
although the amount of data reported varies. Texas, for example, collects results only for
some of the approved assessments, and Colorado and Georgia require only portions of the
assessment results to be reported. State reporting also plays an integral role in the Hawaii and
Vermont assessments, which are not designed to yield valid results for individual students;

classroom-level, rather than individual-level, data are reported to the state. Some school- or
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district-level readiness results also are reported to the state in Kansas, Louisiana and

Oklahoma.

State Reporting of Assessment Results

State Reporting of Assessment Results

- No Report from the State (12)

State-Level Results Only (4)

E Administrative Subdivision Results
(e.g. districts) (7)

E Demographic S}Jk.)group Results Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, 2010.
(e.g. Race/Ethnicity) (5)

Assessment results that are compiled and published may increase attention to school
readiness, highlight important differences between certain groups of children, and generate
support for policy. Of the 25 states that require some sort of kindergarten assessment,
approximately half—12 states—do not publish any results. Of the 13 states that publish
results, four publish only state-level data and seven report results by geographic region, such
as schools or districts. Five states report results disaggregated by student characteristics, such

as race/ethnicity or gender. This general lack of detailed reporting of kindergarten assessment
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results can be contrasted with assessment reporting in later grades. The federal No Child Left
Behind Act (NCLB) requires states to report student performance results disaggregated by
race/ethnicity, economic disadvantage, English language learners and students with
disabilities.

The particular information released, in addition to how the data are disaggregated,
varies significantly across states. Alaska publishes average scores for each district and the state
on each sub-domain of its assessment. Maryland releases data on the percentage of students
"developing readiness," "approaching readiness" and "fully ready" in each domain and
overall, and reports this information by school district and by certain student demographics.
Vermont releases information on the levels of student readiness (“beginning,” “practicing,”
“performing independently”) for developmental areas within each readiness domain, along
with the percent of students statewide determined to be "ready" in each domain. Of the 13
states that release some results from their kindergarten assessment, none publish a single
overall school readiness rate for kindergartners. This is partly because a number of states
publish data on readiness in individual domains that, when combined, might give a

misleading picture of readiness.

Conclusion

An increased federal emphasis on state data systems and the use of data to improve
programs and services for children from birth through the education pipeline will
undoubtedly bring renewed focus to states' school readiness evaluations. States interested in
universal assessment of kindergartners will continue to grapple with issues of cost; ease,
accuracy and comprehensiveness of instruments; children family, school and community

readiness considerations; and the interpretation of readiness data based on prior experiences

10
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and for future academic performance. As the drive to better understand the readiness of
kindergarteners for formal schooling increases, states will be challenged to balance the needs
and value of readiness assessments for the student, the classroom and, ultimately, to better

understand the current and future well-being of the state's earliest public school attendees.

11
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Appendix A: State Kindergarten Readiness Assessment
State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Alabama All Reading Dynamic To plan instruction
Indicators of
Basic Early
Literacy Skills
(DIBELS)
Alaska Alaska Stat. All 7 domains: Revised Alaska Inform state policy | Individual Average score | State and
14.07.020 Physical Well- Developmental decisions student results | on each sub- District
Being, Health Profile (RADP) domain
and Motor
Development,
Social and
Emotional
Development,
Approaches to
Learning,
Cognition and
General
Knowledge,
Communication,
and Language
and Literacy
Arizona* AR.S. 15-704 All Reading Locally Local reporting to

determined, but
encouraged to
select from those
approved by the
state.

monitor students’
early learning
progress and guide
interventions

7 Hyperlink text is to the website where the state's most recent school readiness report is available.

$ Hyperlink text is to the state's version of the statute or regulation. May be in PDF or RTF format.

? Hyperlink text is to the source of the information, if available online. Information without a hyperlink is derived from interviews with state department of education

staff.

12



http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/results/results2010.html
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx09/query=*/doc/%7bt5996%7d?
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/folioproxy.asp?url=http://wwwjnu01.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/stattx09/query=*/doc/%7bt5996%7d?
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/DevelopmentalProfile/Fall09/Implementation%20Guide_Sept08_2009.pdf
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment/DevelopmentalProfile/Fall09/Implementation%20Guide_Sept08_2009.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
http://www.ade.state.az.us/azreads/15-704.pdf
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State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Arkansas Ark. Stat. Ann. 6- | All 6 domains: Qualls Early Local reporting, Individual
16-203 General Learning including to student results
Knowledge, Inventory (QELI) | parents, in order to
Oral target instruction at
Communication, the appropriate
Written developmental
Language, Math level
Concepts, Work
Habits, and
Attentive
Behavior
Colorado* C.R.S. 22-7-504 All Reading Districts select To plan instruction | Individual Percent of State
from DIBELS; student results | students
Phonological on asubset of | performing at
Awareness the assessment | or above grade
Screening level
(PALYS); Dev.
Reading
Assessment
(DRA2)
Connecticut™ | Conn. Gen. Stat. All 6 domains: Fall Kindergarten | Included in state’s | Individual Draft report State
10-14n Language, Entrance Results Based student results | includes
Literacy, Inventory Accountability percent of
Numeracy, (RBA) framework students with
Physical/ Motor, and reported at the emerging,
Creative/ district level inconsistently
Aesthetic, and demonstrated,
Personal/ Social and
consistently
demonstrated
skills in each
domain

' The 2009 report has been drafted but not yet posted. It may eventually be posted at the linked site.

13



http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/bureau/Publications/Arkansas%20Code/Title%206.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/cbla/results.htm
http://www.michie.com/colorado/lpext.dll/cocode/2/34af2/34b5f/352c0/3546b/35485?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.michie.com/colorado/lpext.dll/cocode/2/34af2/34b5f/352c0/3546b/35485?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/cedar/assessment/kindergarten/fall.htm
http://search.cga.state.ct.us/surs/sur/htm/chap163c.htm#Sec10-14n.htm
http://search.cga.state.ct.us/surs/sur/htm/chap163c.htm#Sec10-14n.htm
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State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Florida Fla. Stat. 1002.69 | All 7 domains: Florida To determine Individual Percent of State and
Language and Kindergarten statewide readiness | student results | students ready | District
Literacy, Readiness rates and pre- for
Mathematics, Screener, kindergarten kindergarten
Social and consisting of program evaluation based on the
Personal Skills, | ECHOS and ECHOS
Science, Social | portions of the portion and the
Studies, Florida FAIR portion
Physical Health | Assessment for (separately)
and Fitness, and | Instruction in
Creative Arts Reading (FAIR)
Georgia Ga. R. & Regs. All 6 domains: Georgia To plan instruction | Individual
160-3-1-.07 English Kindergarten and help determine | student results
Language Arts, Inventory of first grade in the English
Math, Science, Developing readiness Language Arts,
Social Studies, Skills (GKIDS) Mathematics,
Personal/Social Approaches to
Development, Learning, and
and Approaches Personal/Social
to Learning Development
domains
Hawaii Act 13, Haw. HSSRA is 6 domains: Hawaii State HSSRA is used Class level Percent of State, Complex
Sess. Laws of voluntary with Approaches to School Readiness | locally for school results on the classes Area and
2002 and HRS 100% Learning, Assessment improvement HSSRA consistently School
302A-411 participation, Literacy, Math, | (HSSRA), plusa | plans, school displaying
while individual | School separate transition plans, skills in each
school readiness | Behaviors and individual school | and planning (and all)
assessment is Skills, Social- readiness instruction, and to domains, and
mandatory Emotional assessment track results each school's
starting in 2010- | Behaviors, and beginning in statewide, while average score
2011 Physical Well- 2010-2011 the individual on each
being readiness domain and
assessment is used each criteria
to determine grade within each
placement and domain
advancement.

14



http://www.fldoe.org/news/2010/2010_06_01/Memo1-6-10.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/Sec69.HTM
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/160/3/1/07.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/school/hssra/hssra.html
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/2011/PrincipalGuideHSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://arch.k12.hi.us/PDFs/hssra/Q&A_HSSRA20100719.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2002/bills/SB2283_sd1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2009/Bills/SB1329_CD1_.HTM
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performance and
guide instruction

State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
ldaho* Idaho Code 33- All Reading Idaho Reading To guide Individual Percent of State, District
1614 Indicator (IR1) individual student results | students and School;
interventions and performingat | Race/
as part of the state the Ethnicity, Title
accountability "intensive," 1 schools,
system "strategic," Limited
and English
"benchmark" Proficiency,
levels (where and Special
"benchmark" Education
used to be
reported as “at
grade level™)
lowa lowa Code 279.60 | All Reading Districts select To inform state Individual Percent of State
from: DIBELS; policy decisions student results | children
Phonological and as a "mild scoring
Awareness Test accountability proficient on
(PAT); Basic measure" DIBELS and
Reading subsets of the
Inventory; Early PAT; no
Literacy results for
Assessments; other
Observational assessments
Survey; Texas
Primary Reading
Inventory
(TPRI); or Yopp-
Singer Test of
Phoneme
Segmentation
Kansas* K.S.A. 72-9921 All Reading and Determined To determine a Some school-
Math locally child's level of level data

15



https://www.sde.idaho.gov/ipd/iri/IriAnalysis.asp
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://legislature.idaho.gov/idstat/Title33/T33CH16SECT33-1614.htm
http://www.empowerment.state.ia.us/achieving_results/school_readiness.html
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=279.60
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=279.60
http://coolice.legis.state.ia.us/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=279.60
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
http://www.kslegislature.org/legsrv-statutes/getStatute.do?number=31345
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State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Louisiana™ La. R.S.17:24.4 All Multi- Districts may use | Local reporting, School level Number of District
& 17:391.11 Domain; varies | one of: Brigance | including to results students
based on K-1, Chicago parents, for scoring
instrument EARLY “placing children between the 1%
selected Assessment, within a regular and 24" 25"
Developing kindergarten and 49", and
Skills Checklist | classroom setting 50™ and 99"
(DSC), and planning their percentiles on

Developmental
Indicators for the
Assessment of
Learning-Third
Edition (DIAL-
3), DIAL-
Revised, Early
Screening
Inventory -
Revised, or
Screening Test
for Education
Prerequisite
Skills (STEPS)

instructional
programs to meet
identified needs™?

each domain
in each
district; not
aggregated
abowe district
level

" Louisiana does not publish the results online, but has made their report available to NCSL in hard copy.

" Ibid.
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http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80356
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
http://www.legis.state.la.us/lss/lss.asp?doc=80927
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State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Maryland Md. Code Ann. All 7 domains: Maryland Model | To guide Individual Percent of State and
13a.08.01.02-3 Personal and for School instruction and for | student results | students District; Race/
Social Readiness an annual School developing Ethnicity,
Development, Kindergarten Readiness Report readiness, Gender, Prior
Language and Assessment, a to the legislature approaching Care, Special
Literacy, customized readiness, and | Education,
Mathematical version of the fully ready in English
Thinking, Work Sampling each domain Language
Scientific System (WSS) and composite | Learners, Free
Thinking, and Reduced
Social Studies, Price Meals
the Arts, and
Physical
Development
Minnesota Minn. Stat. Voluntary, 10% | 5 domains: WSS and parent | To track the Individual Percent of State; Gender,
124D.141 random sample Physical survey proportion of student results | students "not Home
of kindergarten Development, students ready for yet," "in Language,
students. Minn. The Arts, kindergarten process," and Race/
Stat. 124D.141 Personal and statewide and to "proficient" in | Ethnicity,
requires an Social make policy each domain Parent
advisory council | Development, recommendations and criteria Education,
to make Mathematical based on those within each Family Income,
recommendations | Thinking, and results domain Geographical
for universal Language and Region, and At
assessment by Literacy Risk Status
2020.
New Mexico | NMAC 6.30.5.12 | All Reading DIBELS "To determine Individual

placement at an

instructional level

and the
effectiveness of"
Kindergarten
programs

student results
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http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/newsroom/publications/school_readiness.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/comarhtml/13a/13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/comarhtml/13a/13a.08.01.02-3.htm
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/BCFF0F0E-33E5-48DA-8F11-28CF333816C2/23495/2010_MMSR_Exec_Summ_Final.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Learning_Support/Early_Learning_Services/Kindergarten/Minnesota_School_Readiness_Studies/index.html
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/groups/EarlyLearning/documents/Report/017119.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=346&doctype=Chapter&type=0&year=2010
http://www.nmcpr.state.nm.us/nmac/parts/title06/06.030.0005.htm
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0
http://www.conwaygreene.com/nmsu/lpext.dll/nmsa1978/9b0/b8c2/c34f/c3d2?f=templates&fn=document-frame.htm&2.0

State Approaches to School Readiness
National Conference of State Legislatures

State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
North N.C. State Bd. All Reading and Locally To guide
Carolina* Educ. GCS-C-016 Math determined instruction and
inform parents and
school and district
officials of student
progress
North Dakota | N.D. Admin. All Varies based on | Locally To guide
Code 67-19-01-38 the instrument determined instruction and
selected assess the need for
additional
intervention
Ohio ORC Ann. All Reading Kindergarten To gquide Individual Percent of State and
3301.0715 Readiness instruction and student results | students with District;
Assessment- further assessment, composite Disability,
Literacy (KRA- and as part of the scores in each | Gender, Gifted,
L) state accountability of three bands, | Homelessness,
system labeled Limited
"intense," English
"targeted," and | Proficiency,
"enriched" Longevity,
Migrant Status,
Race, and
Economic
Disadvantage
Oklahoma* 70 OKI. St. All Reading Districts must To guide Number of
1210.508c use one of instruction and students in a
DIBELS, intervention district
Berkeley identified as at
Evaluation and risk
Assessment
Research
(BEAR)

Assessment, or
Literacy First

Pennsylvania

In development
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http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-016.asp?pri=01&cat=C&pol=016&acr=GCS
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-01.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/67-19-01.pdf
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx?evt=2001&src=Main.aspx.shared.fb.2001&folderID=BCA476294F8C6FCB06BD5084F12A1579&Main.aspx=-MSTRIS2.ILRC.0_&shared=*-*-1.*-*-1.0.0.0&fb=0.B4305CB14FC5584B4C7DD0880E7E160E.Reports.8.0.7-8.768.769.774.770.77
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/3301.0715
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx?evt=2001&src=Main.aspx.shared.fb.2001&folderID=BCA476294F8C6FCB06BD5084F12A1579&Main.aspx=-MSTRIS2.ILRC.0_&shared=*-*-1.*-*-1.0.0.0&fb=0.B4305CB14FC5584B4C7DD0880E7E160E.Reports.8.0.7-8.768.769.774.770.77
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx?evt=2001&src=Main.aspx.shared.fb.2001&folderID=BCA476294F8C6FCB06BD5084F12A1579&Main.aspx=-MSTRIS2.ILRC.0_&shared=*-*-1.*-*-1.0.0.0&fb=0.B4305CB14FC5584B4C7DD0880E7E160E.Reports.8.0.7-8.768.769.774.770.77
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx?evt=2001&src=Main.aspx.shared.fb.2001&folderID=BCA476294F8C6FCB06BD5084F12A1579&Main.aspx=-MSTRIS2.ILRC.0_&shared=*-*-1.*-*-1.0.0.0&fb=0.B4305CB14FC5584B4C7DD0880E7E160E.Reports.8.0.7-8.768.769.774.770.77
http://ilrc.ode.state.oh.us/PublicDW/asp/Main.aspx?evt=2001&src=Main.aspx.shared.fb.2001&folderID=BCA476294F8C6FCB06BD5084F12A1579&Main.aspx=-MSTRIS2.ILRC.0_&shared=*-*-1.*-*-1.0.0.0&fb=0.B4305CB14FC5584B4C7DD0880E7E160E.Reports.8.0.7-8.768.769.774.770.77
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf
http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OK_Statutes/CompleteTitles/os70.rtf

State Approaches to School Readiness
National Conference of State Legislatures

State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Tennessee Tenn. R. & Regs. | All Varies based on | Locally To guide
0520-01-03-.05 the assessment determined; must | instruction
selected be
"comprehensive"
Texas* Tex. Ed. Code All Reading Districts can To quide Individual
28.006 choose the TPRI | individual student and
or one of a interventions and aggregate
number of other | to notify parents of | district results
approved a student’s reading | on most of the
assessments skills (Also used to | approved
evaluate pre- assessments
kindergarten
programs)
Utah In development
Vermont Voluntary; data 5 domains: Ready To track the Results of Percent of State
received for 52% | Social and Kindergartners portion of students | anonymous students
of students Emotional Survey ready for teacher surveys | "beginning,”
Development, kindergarten "practicing,"
Approaches to and
Learning, "performing
Communication, independently"
Cognitive on each
Development criteria (within
and General a domain), and

Knowledge, and
Physical Health
and
Development

the percent of
students ready
in each
domain.
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http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.state.tn.us/sos/rules/0520/0520-01/0520-01-03.20100331.pdf
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/SOTWDocs/ED/htm/ED.28.htm
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view
http://humanservices.vermont.gov/publications/school-readiness-report/kindergarten-readiness-survey-frequently-asked-questions/view

State Approaches to School Readiness
National Conference of State Legislatures

State’ Statute or Students Domains Assessment Data Use’ Reported to State Reports | Disaggregated
Regulation® Assessed Assessed Instrument State by
Virginia* Voluntary, with Reading Phonological To "identify Individual
99% use Awareness children in need of | student results
Literacy additional
Screening instruction and to
(PALS) provide early
intervention
services to those
students with
diagnosed needs,"
and by the
governor's office to
track kindergarten
readiness
Washington | Funding for a
Fr:lgéésgpg;\cg:d For more information about the pilot, see http://www.del.wa.gov/development/kindergarten/pilot.aspx
Bill 1244 (PDF)
. In development
Virginia
Wyoming All 9 domains: Instructional To identify "the Individual Percent of State; Gender,
Representation, | Foundations for | status of young student results | students IEP Status,
Language, Kindergarten (IF- | students and to receiving each | Race/ Ethnicity
Writing, K) establish a baseline score (1-5) on
Reading, and trends for data each domain,
Geometry/ indicators on witha4 or5
Algebra, children entering considered
Number/ kindergarten" proficient
Operations,
Scientific
Thinking, Self-
regulation, and
Social Problem-
solving

* The kindergarten assessment is part of a broader K-2 (North Carolina, Texas) or K-3 (Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Oklahoma, Virginia) assessment and
intervention strategy.
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http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Law%202009/1244-S.SL.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Law%202009/1244-S.SL.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/documents/billdocs/2009-10/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Law%202009/1244-S.SL.pdf
http://www.del.wa.gov/development/kindergarten/pilot.aspx
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf
http://www.k12.wy.us/A/supt_memos/2010/2010_111.pdf

