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Recent Poll

Americans most commonly define the

American Dream in terms of opportunity,
freedom and family.

When you think of the American Dream personally, which of the following words comes first to
mind—not in terms of what anyone else believes the Dream is, but what you think it is?

B 1st Choice ' 2nd Choice
Opportunity 15% |35%

Freedom 14% 133%
Family | L. 19% 136%
Financial security . 14% KT 129%
Happiness -;_ 11% 119%
Agood job I 1% |18%
Home ownership m 6% |13%
Wealth | IEZ0 4% |8%

Other ?31:}:;02/ (Ranked by 15t Choice)
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American Dream Reality

meet the average american fami

They have $3,800 in the bank. The house is worth $160,000,

but the family owes
$95,000 on it to the bank.

No one has a retirement account
(in 50% of American households).

Their neighbors (the other 50%) only 1
have $35,000 saved for retirement.
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They have no mutual
funds, stocks, or bonds.
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but can't manage to pay off
a $2,200 credit card balance.
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American Dream Reality

whose finances, by the way, are in shambles

- & ® &
of working Americans are
not saving for retirement

is the average American
household’s debt

have no savings at all - That’s enough to buy 7%
retirement or otherwise 2010 Honda Civics
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is the combined amount of
personal debt held by Americans

percentage of workers who percentage of people polled who

. c (which is about the
have postponed their are very confident about having

retirement age in the past year  enough money for retirement. GDP of England)
less than
only
1 l7% 16'7%
_ of Mississippi’s
_ , :f U,ta: resud:nt; residents of American adults have
of Americans don't 3 tac:::l:t 3 don’t have a an emergency fund to fall
have a bank account bank account back on in the event of

some financial disaster
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Household Debt (Billion $)
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